
GJS Parent/Teacher Meeting: 
Monday 29th January 2024



Aims of Session
● Address any misconceptions about the tests 
● Share the children’s learning journey from Year 3 to Year 6 and the progress 

they have made
● Give key information about how SATs are administered 
● View the SATs timetable
● Sample some exemplar questions (similar to those which have been sent home)
● Answer any parent/carer questions about SATs 
● Discuss ways in which you can further support your child at home



KS2 SATs - What and Why?
● SATs: Standard Assessment Tests
● SATs are compulsory at the end of KS2
● They provide a ‘snapshot’ of your child’s academic attainment at the end of 

KS2 in reading, maths, spelling, punctuation and grammar. They are marked 
externally.

● Assessments are also completed in writing and science and are assessed by 
Teachers within the school

● Their purpose is to assign National Curriculum ‘scaled scores’ before the 
children leave primary school

● Secondary schools also receive the pupils results



Support provided by Gomer Junior School
● Children with additional needs who qualify for extra time/scribes/transcribes/prompts have 

been assessed and their support will be applied for, prior to government deadlines.
● Before the SATs week, if children have been allocated a reader or scribe, they will have 

opportunity to work alongside them and build an effective relationship (if possible we try to 
pair children and staff who are already familiar with each other)

● SATs-style questions are explored and modelled regularly as part of normal lessons, so 
children are not surprised by the layout or style of question.

● Learning has been, and is, revisited regularly in daily ‘Brain Gyms’ and workouts across 
Maths and English to aid with long term memory retention and fast recall

● Booster and tutor sessions are provided in addition to usual lessons, by qualified teachers 
(during the school day rather than extending the learning day) to address gaps and 
misconceptions in learning.



GJS 2023 Hampshire 2023
National Average 

2023

Reading 92% 74% 73%

Writing 75% 73% 71%

Maths 93% 73% 73%

GPS 92% CU% 72%

Combined 72% 60% 59%

Children will 
complete a few 
practice papers, 
test out their 
seating and work 
alongside their 
reader / scribe (if 
required). But we 
do not have the 
stress associated 
with ‘mock SATs’.

Children benefit 
from this, as in the 
SAT week they are 
calm & prepared.

Our results show 
this strategy works



The Gomer Learning Journey

By SATs week, we will have covered all learning required for SATs - but your child’s journey to 
SATs started before they even transitioned into Year 6. 

SATs are used to assess the knowledge learnt and retained during your child’s whole KS2 
journey (Years 3, 4, 5 and 6).

Over recent years, around 60% of SATs paper questions have been 
from the Year 3, 4 and 5 curriculum.



When and how the SATs are completed
● The tests take place during normal school hours, under test conditions.
● There is usually only one test per day which we aim to get completed before 10.30am
● They take place in the Yr 5 & 6 classrooms, ICT suite & Globe - places familiar to the pupils
● Papers are sent away immediately to be marked externally - results are then sent to the 

school in July.
● Each SAT lasts no longer than 60 minutes: 

❖ Spelling, punctuation and grammar (paper 1: Grammar/ Punctuation) – 45 minutes
❖ Spelling, punctuation and grammar (paper 2: Spelling) – 15 minutes
❖ Reading – 60 minutes 
❖ Maths (paper 1: Arithmetic) – 30 minutes
❖ Maths (paper 2: Reasoning) – 40 minutes
❖ Maths (paper 3: Reasoning) – 40 minutes



SATs Timetable



 Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar Tests
Test 1 (Punctuation & Grammar Questions) : 50 marks, 45mins

● Nouns, verbs, pronouns, adjectives, adverbs, determiners, conjunctions, 
clauses etc

● Subjunctive verbs, passive and active voices, subordinate clauses etc
● (The use of) capital letters, commas, inverted commas, apostrophes, colons, 

semi-colons, hyphens etc.
● Suffixes, homophones, synonyms and antonyms





Test 2 (Spelling Test out of 20)
● Your child's teacher reads 20 sentences from a script
● Your child then fills in the blank spelling on their answer sheet by correctly 

spelling the missing word
● Joined up handwriting is not advised in the spelling test - clear printed writing 

is a must so each letter is clear





Reading Test: 50 marks - 60 minutes
● Questions will broadly assess a child's ability to fully understand the structure, 

meaning and purpose of a passage of text. Example questions will test a 
variety of reading comprehension skills including: 

● Fact retrieval e.g. “Name the four types of building detailed within the piece.”
● Structure or presentation e.g. “Why do you think the author chose to present a 

table alongside the text?”
● Inference e.g. "Why do you think the author has used the word "frozen" to 

describe the character?“
● Open-ended questions e.g. “Explain how and why the author has chosen to 

end the story. Use two examples from the text.”



Reading 
Since the current testing formation for the SATs began in 2016, there has been a 
tendency for three types of questions to be the most popular. 

In the recent Reading SATs papers,
● 10% of marks could be gained from answering questions involving giving and 

explaining the meaning of words in context;
● 38% of marks could be gained from answering questions involving retrieving 

and recording information or identifying key details from a text;
● 44% of marks could be gained from answering questions involving making 

inferences from a text and justifying inferences with text evidence. 
When reading with your child at home try focusing on these types of questions. 
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 Maths Tests – three separate tests

Paper 1 (Arithmetic): 40 marks, 30 minutes

Paper 2 (Reasoning): 35 marks, 40 minutes

Paper 3 (Reasoning): 35 marks, 40 minutes



Paper 1 – Arithmetic Paper
The "Arithmetic" paper, contains 40 marks worth of calculation-based questions. 
For this paper it's essential that your child is comfortable with the following topics: 

● Fractions (including mixed numbers).
● Decimals. 
● Percentages. 
● Square numbers.
● Applying Addition, subtraction, multiplication (long and short) and division to 

ALL of the above. This includes how to apply these operations in order when 
required (i.e. BIDMAS)





Papers 2 and 3 - Reasoning
Each paper contains 35 marks worth of more problem solving based maths 
covering a variety of topics including: 

● The 4 operations (addition, subtraction, multiplication and division)
● Geometry (including coordinates, rotation, reflection, symmetry)
● Ratios (and how to interpret them from fractions, percentages)
● Statistics
● Units and measures (including time, temperature, money, weight, volume)
● Shapes and their properties (including triangles, hexagons and their angles)
● Roman numerals
● Manipulation of numbers (Finding the mean, rounding, patterns, algebra)
● Fractions, decimals and percentages and the relationship between these. 









Writing Assessment
● This subject is teacher assessed – therefore no tests
● However, we could be selected as a sample school for external moderation by 

Hampshire assessors for writing
● Pupils complete a number of written pieces for assessment throughout the 

school year
● Writing can be assessed at four levels: Pre key stage, Working Towards, 

Working at the Expected Standard and Greater Depth

Please see writing samples.



Expected



Expected



Working Towards



Greater Depth



Greater Depth



Working together to support your child before SATs
● Give your child a quiet, distraction free space to complete home learning - core 

tasks on the slides and also their Bedrock and TTRS
● Help them learn their times tables  / counting in multiples of a number if they 

find their times tables hard. ENSURE THEY KNOW THE KNOWLEDGE 
ORGANISER

● Work through CGP books with your child if you order them (option to buy these 
from school) 

● Give your child time to go outside and reduce screen time
● Ensure your child is eating and drinking well and getting a good amount of sleep
● Plan something nice and fun for the weekends before and after SATs



Supporting your child during SATs Week
● Please ensure your child is in school every day during SATs week
● Ensure they are in school on time – SATs breakfast will run each day of the 

tests to help children feel calm; with an extra special treat of bacon 
sandwiches on the last day! We suggest they have their ‘first’ breakfast at 
home.

● Children will generally remain in their classrooms for the tests. Some may 
work in smaller groups or with a 1:1.

● If your child is ill, let us know immediately



The Results
Tests are marked externally. Once marked, the tests will be given the following scores:

● A raw score (total number of marks achieved for each paper);
● A scaled score (see below);
● A judgement on if the National Standard has been met. 

After marking each test, the external marker will convert the raw score to a scaled score. Even 
though the tests are made to the same standard each year, the questions must be different. This 
means the difficulty of the tests may vary. Scaled scores ensures an accurate comparison of 
performance over time.

Scaled scores range from 80 to 120. 

A scaled score of 100 or more shows the pupil is meeting the National Standard. 



FAQs - not answered above
1. Is it advisable to attend all SATS Breakfast days? Or is it better to do a smaller 

number?

A: Personal preference - every child is different. 

2. Is it possible to confirm when the CGP booklets will be provided please? 

A: As soon as they arrive and before the holiday.

3. Can you advise what food will be available to the children for the SATS breakfast 
please?

A: Toast, fruit, brioche rolls and hopefully bacon (or facon!) sandwiches on Friday.



FAQs
4. What time will the children need to be in school for the SATS breakfast?

A: 8.20am in The Globe

5. What happens if my child is feeling unwell on the morning of SATs?

A: Administer any medication that may help your child before school (calpol, 
antihistamines etc), inform school and send them to school as normal. After the SATs paper, 
if they remain unwell, we will contact parents/carers for them to be collected. If they are too 
unwell to attend school they would not be able to have ANY contact with pupils until they 
have completed the test.



Things to remember about SATs
SATs focus on what children know about Maths and English. 
They will not reflect how talented they are at science, geography, art, PE…, and they certainly 
won’t highlight all of their amazing personal characteristics.

SATs don’t tell the whole story.
Their results will say if they did or did not meet a certain standard but not necessarily by what 
margin. These thresholds change each year according to the overall national performance, so 
what was classed as ‘meeting the expected standard’ this year might not be the same as last 
year. Your school may be able to provide you with more detailed feedback. 

SATs are only four days out of a whole Primary School career. 
In reality, there’s one or two papers each day that last 30 to 60 minutes.
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