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Statements in this policy refer to all adults and children on the school site. The 
definition of school is to include the school buildings and grounds and may extend 
beyond the school perimeter when a pupil is wearing school uniform or taking part 
in a school organised off site activity or educational visit. The definition of drugs is as 
defined in the drugs awareness policy, includes alcohol. 
 
This school is committed to the health and safety of our staff and pupils and will take 
action to safeguard their well being. Our drugs policy recognises that young people 
should be given the knowledge, skills and attitudes to appreciate the benefits of a 
healthy lifestyle and relate these to their own actions, both now and in their future 
lives. 
 
Throughout this policy the term drugs means all substances capable of misuse – 
including alcohol, tobacco, medicines and volatile substances, as well as illegal drugs. 
We actively discourage the misuse of drugs and aim to ensure that pupils develop an 
awareness of the positive and negative aspects of drugs and about the dangers of 
their misuse, in order that they can make healthy and informed choices. 
 
Incidents 
The school will respond to the following incidents: 

 Reports of drugs being used by adults or children 

 Use of drugs by children on the premises 

 Pupils talking about the use of drugs 

 Pupils bringing drugs into school 

 Finding drugs/drug equipment in locality (school grounds) 

 Pupils asking difficult questions about drugs 

 Staff concerns about individuals 
 

Procedures 
The school will keep a record of all Drugs Related Incidents on a green form. Each 
entry will be dated and a clear distinction made as to the seriousness of each case. 
The log will be kept and reviewed by the Head Teacher and Pastoral and Inclusions 
Leader and any information that is no longer relevant will be destroyed. This record 
will be kept in accordance with the Data Protection Act. 
 
Reporting Incidents 
All drugs related incidents must be referred to the Head Teacher immediately (or if 
the concerns centre on the Head Teacher then to the Chair of Governors.) They will: 

 Record details of the incident in the School’s ‘Drugs Related Incidents Log’ 

 If appropriate contact parents and other authorities 

 Deal with the member of staff through the Local Authority’s disciplinary system, 
but also seek support for that member of staff 
 

Finding Substances 
If a harmful or illegal substance is discovered it should be removed to a place of 
safety, in the presence of a witness from the staff. The procedure for reporting 
incidents should then be followed (see above). If the substance is known or 
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suspected to be illegal the police must be informed. If any equipment associated 
with drug misuse is found, then it will be handled with care. It should be placed in a 
secure and rigid container and handed to the appropriate member of staff. Any 
action taken as a result of an incident shall be reported to parents. 
 
It is an offence to supply, possess or use illegal drugs on the school premises and as a 
direct result of this the police shall be notified. 
 
Sanctions and Support 
Gomer Junior School does not condone the use of illegal substances or the misuse of 
other substances. 
 
If a pupil is involved in a drug related incident covered by this policy their parents will 
be involved immediately. The school will then work closely with the family relating to 
future behaviour, and if appropriate, outside agencies shall be involved. The 
sanctions of the school behaviour policy will be used. Exclusion is not automatic, 
although it might prove necessary as a final sanction. 
 
Searching 
If there is a reasonable suspicion, searches of storage areas on the school site may 
be authorised by the Head Teacher/Deputy Head Teacher. They should be carried 
out in the presence of a witness and the named pupil, if there is one. Staff should not 
search a pupil’s property or person but should try to persuade them to voluntarily 
produce the substance. Where a search is necessary, a police officer will be required 
and the pupil’s parents informed as soon as possible. The police officer will only be 
able to carry out the search if there are reasonable grounds to suspect the pupil of 
being in possession of illegal substances. 
 
Working with the Media 
No member of staff will speak to anyone from the media prior to this and children 
and their parents/carers will be actively encouraged to adhere to this also. 
 
Drug Education  
The programme will be progressive throughout Key Stage 2 and be suited to the age 
and understanding of the children. 
 
Aims 

 To raise basic awareness of reliable, factual information about drugs 

 To help pupils extend and practise the skills they need to cope responsibly in a 
society where drugs are misused 

 To have an understanding about the effects of drugs and associated risks 

 How to make informed choices regarding personal safety, giving the children the 
opportunity to communicate their concerns and make responsible decisions. 

 To help pupils understand that seeking help appropriately is a strength, not a 
weakness 
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Children aged 7 –11 should be introduced to the fact that while all medicines are 
drugs, not all drugs are medicines. 
 
The children will have the opportunity to: 

 Explore attitudes and values around drug misuse 

 Practise assertive behaviour and decision making skills 

 Become aware of peer pressure 

 Consider the consequences of choices 

  Learn about sources of help and information 

 Emphasise the benefits of a healthy lifestyle 
 
The drugs programme will be taught as an integral part of PSHE with cross-curricular 
links with science. 
 
The programme will mainly be delivered by classroom teachers who have a clear 
understanding of the school’s policy and an established and continuing relationship 
with the pupils. Planned and integrated contributions from visitors may, at times, 
complement the school’s approach. 
 


